
WHERE IN THE WORLD IS CUMRU 
TOWNSHIP?



FROM 1876 ATLAS

“The fertility of the 
soil, with its favorable 
situation, makes 
Cumru a most 
desirable place of 
residence.  It furnishes 
the people with a quiet 
retreat from the noise 
and tumult of a city…”



Cumru Township shares 
more borders with other 
municipalities than any 
other community in 
Berks – a total of 11!
- Brecknock

- Exeter

- Kenhorst

- Lower Alsace

- Mohnton

- Reading

- Robeson

- Shillington

- Spring

- West Reading 

- Wyomissing

CUMRU IS EVERYWHERE…



WHERE HAVE ALL THE PEOPLE GONE?



FROM 1876 ATLAS:  “THE TOWNSHIP HAS ONLY ONE SMALL VILLAGE 
CALLED SHILLINGSVILLE.”

SHILLINGTON INCORPORATED 1908

SHILLINGTON ANNEXATIONS
- ALLENDALE AREA 1912, 1919, AND 1923
- SPEEDWAY PARK 1923
- LYNOAK AREA 1927
- SHILLINGTON PARK 1959 AND 1968 (GOVERNOR MIFFLIN HOUSE)

“SHARING” WITH SHILLINGTON



“THE COUNTY POOR HOUSE IS 
SITUATED IN THIS TOWNSHIP, UPON 
THE LAND FORMERLY OWNED BY 
GOVERNOR THOMAS MIFFLIN,…”





CUMRU:  A CASE OF MISTAKEN IDENTITY

SPEEDWAY PARK WAS NOT OFFICIALLY ANNEXED TO SHILLINGTON UNTIL 1923



     
      
      
      
      
      
      
      
      
      
      
      
      
      
      
      
      
      
      
      
      
      
      
      
      
      

CUMRU TOWNSHIP HAS SIX ZIP CODES

ZIP CODES IN CUMRU TOWNSHIP

• BIRDSBORO – 19508

• MOHNTON – 19540

• SHILLINGTON – 19607

• SINKING SPRING – 19608

• WEST LAWN – 19609

• WEST READING – 19611 

“Where do 
you pay your 

taxes?”

WITHOUT A POST OFFICE CALLED “CUMRU,” THE 
TOWNSHIP WAS (IS) ALMOST INVISIBLE



CUMRU TOWNSHIP IS SERVED BY FOUR 
PUBLIC WATER COMPANIES

•AQUA AMERICA

•PA AMERICAN

•READING AREA WATER AUTHORITY

• SHILLINGTON WATER AUTHORITY 

TWO OF THEM BELONGING TO 
OTHER MUNICIPALITIES,

LEADING TO MORE CONFUSION



READING’S ANNEXATION OF MILLMONT 
EXPLAINED



CUMRU TOWNSHIP IS THE 
ALMA MATER OF ALVERNIA 
UNIVERSITY
     

ANNEXED BY 
READING IN 

1968



“ISLAND” ADJACENT 
TO READING AND 
WEST READING

“ISLAND” IN 
ANGELICA PARK

ISLANDS 
IN THE 

SUN



POPLAR NECK:  
BYPASSED 
BY THE 
BYPASS



THE ONE THAT GOT AWAY

(NOT) THE SHILLINGTON SHOPPING CENTER AND 
THE SHOPPES (NOT) AT SHILLINGTON
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