CUMRU TOWNSHIP BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS
REGULAR MEETING MAY 22,2025

The Regular Meeting of the Cumru Township Board of Commissioners was called to order at
7:00 p.m. by President Lisha L. Rowe. Other Commissioners in attendance were Vice-President
Greg Miller, Andy Donnell, and William B. Miller. Also attending were Solicitor Kelsey
Frankowski, Chief of Police Madison Winchester, Fire Chief James Beane, Superintendent of
Public Works Robert McNichols, Jr., Asst. Superintendent of Public Works Michael Yost, Jr.,
Business/Personnel Administrator Kristin Yoder, Manager/Secretary Jeanne E. Johnston, and
Special Projects/Asst. Secretary Patricia A. Wylezik-Pfeiffer. Joseph P. Rogosky of Great Valley
Consultants was excused with prior notification. Commissioner David J. Batdorf arrived at 7:24
p.m.

NOTICE:

Public comment will be accepted in person. Please include your first name, last name and
address for all comments. Any comments without a name or address will not be considered. To
accommodate as many people as possible, we request that each person’s comments be limited to
3 minutes (resolution no. 301). The meeting comment period is limited to a total of 60 minutes.
This time period may be extended at the discretion of the Commissioners. While public
comments will be given due consideration, immediate responses will be made at the discretion of
the Commissioners.

Call to Order and Pledge to the Flag.

AMBULANCE SERVICE
A.) Monthly Report — April 2025
The report was presented to the Board electronically. Ms. Johnston reported that the County
survey was submitted and Mr. Greg Miller’s questions were included.

APPROVE MINUTES
ON MOTION OF MR. DONNELL, SECOND OF MS. ROWE, A UNANIMOUS VOTE
APPROVING THE MINUTES OF 4/15/25 - REGULAR MEETING AND 4/29/25 — 50
TUESDAY MEETING AS PRESENTED.

TAX COLLECTOR

A.) March 2025 Report
1) Year 2025 Real Estate
Balance collectable beginning of month - $6,430,877.01
Cash collected - $5,744,984.35
Reductions - $773.96
Exonerations - $619.33

Board of Commissioners
May 22, 2025
Page 1 of 7




Balance collectable end of month — $684,499.37
2) Year 2024 Interim Real Estate
Balance collectable beginning of month — $842.27 (billed 1/1/25)
Additions - $5,437.36 (billed 4/1/25)
Cash collected — $4,773.98
Balance collectable end of month - $1,505.65
3) Year 2024 Per Capita
Balance — $555.00 (11/1)
Cash collected - $125.00
Exonerations - $10.00
Balance collectable end of month — $420.00

PUBLIC
Attendance: Sue McCoy, Dave McCoy, Ruth O’Leary, Ben Fisher, Perry Haas, Barbara Nagle,
Joe Roland, Kathy Roland, and JoAnn Dowling.

A.) Flying Hills Co. re: bollards in public rights of way

No one was present from Flying Hills Co.

Mr. McNichols explained that there were a series of non-break away bollards in the malls in
Flying Hills. Most of these are rotted wood and should have been removed from the ROW when
the roads were dedicated.

Some of these bollards were knocked down during a recent accident. Public Works removed
them, backfilled the area, and grass will grow there.

Mr. Donnell agreed that the area looks better and cleaner without the bollards.

Ms. Johnston recommended calling the Township if there are any questions about malls in
other roads. There are different rules for different developments.

B.) Ben Fisher, a resident of Holly Lane, publicly thanked Chief Winchester and the staff for
having the Fishing Derby. Ms. Johnston reported that Johnson Environmental Engineering (JEE)
donated money for the fish stocking for the Fishing Derby. Ms. Rowe said that her
granddaughter won the award for the smallest fish. Mr. William Miller expressed his thanks to
Scott Brady for allowing the event to be held at his pond.

M. Fisher praised Officer Ollie and his handler by saying that he is a huge asset. He
recommended that during the upcoming budget meetings, responsible public interaction and the
Police Department should be viewed as a good investment.

DEPARTMENTS
Police Department
A.) Monthly Report — April 2025
There were no questions about the monthly report.

B.) Civil Service — consider offers of employment for probationary police officer
1) certified list from Civil Service Commission
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Chief Winchester requested a motion to acknowledge the certified list and consider allowing
himself and Ms. Johnston to evaluate the list candidates and extend a conditional offer of
employment to the top 3 candidates.

Ms. Johnston noted that the police department had 4 vacancies but the Chief was requesting
only 3 positions to be filled.

ON MOTION OF MS. ROWE, SECOND OF MR. WILLIAM MILLER, A UNANIMOUS
VOTE TO ACKNOWLEDGE THE CERTIFIED CIVIL SERVICE LIST AND ALLOW
CHIEF WINCHESTER AND MS. JOHNSTON TO EXTEND CONDITIONAL OFFERS
- OF EMPLOYMENT TO THE TOP 3 CANDIDATES ON THE LIST.

C.) District Justice Subpoenas

A recent unfunded mandate requires the Police Department to issue subpoenas for traffic and
preliminary hearings instead of the District Justice staff. County employees will no longer do
this. It will fall to the Police Department office staff, which consists of 1 part-time person and 1
full-time person. Costs will be incurred by the Township. Fines and court costs do not go to the
Township.

Mr. William Miller asked about using the constables. Chief Winchester replied that only some
are available. '

Mr. Greg Miller asked who decided this. Chief Winchester answered that it was the President
Judge.

D.) Update on the “Paul Miller Law”

On July 5, 2010, Paul Miller was killed by a distracted driver. His family has advocated for a
law to combat distracted driving. On June 5, 2025, a law will go into effect which prohibits
having any device in your hand while driving. Chief Winchester recommended buying a holder
or putting your cell phone away while driving. This law applies even when stopped in traffic. An
exception would be made for calling “911” for an emergency. ‘

A waming will be issued for 1 full year until June 5, 2026, after that a $50 fine and additional
costs could result in having to pay close to $300 per offense.

Mr. William Miller asked if there were points involved. Chief Winchester replied “possibly.”

Fire Department
A.) Monthly Report — April 2025
There were no questions about the monthly report.

B.) Burn Ban — update

" Chief Beane reported that the burn ban for Cumru township would be lifted tomorrow with
an update to the website. He encouraged caution. He recommended that people with a burn
permit only burn small piles and not do any burning on a windy day. To qualify for a burn
permit, 10 acres minimum are required.
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C.) Fire Station Construction — consider pay applications totaling $760,695.61
CONTRACTOR APPLICATION AMOUNT

BALTON, INC. PAY APP 11 $467,255.11
HB FRAZER PAY APP 10 $133,060.50
VISION MECHANICAL PAY APP 9 $ 86,940.00
AIR MANAGEMENT PAY APP 7 $ 73,440.00

TOTAL | $ 760,695.61
ON MOTION OF MR. DONNELL, SECOND OF MS. ROWE, A UNANIMOUS VOTE
TO AUTHORIZE THE PAY APPLICATIONS AS STATED IN THE TABLE ABOVE
FOR A TOTAL AMOUNT OF $760,695.61.

Mr. Donnell asked about the fund balance. Ms. Johnston responded that it was approximately
$6.6 million before these pay applications.

D.) Tanker (1992 GMC/White T-42) — consider selling, with proceeds for upfit of new tanker
The new tanker has arrived and is currently being upfitted. He recommended selling the old
unit and using the proceeds toward the new unit upfit. This vehicle was ordered in 2022 and
purchased outright. With such a long lead time, it is difficult to judge the upfitting costs.
Mr. Greg Miller asked if a broker would be used. Chief Beane replied that Fire Line would be
used and Atty. Frankowski would review the contract.

ON MOTION OF MS. ROWE, SECOND OF MR. DONNELL, A UNANIMOUS VOTE
TO AUTHORIZE THE SALE OF THE 1992 TANKER USING FIRELINE.

Administration
A.) Codes Department — April 2025

Building Permits Issued — 14

Use Permits Issued — 3

Zoning Permits Issued - 14

Notices of Violations — 14

Citations issued — 0

Violations complied — 10

Phone calls from contractors, realtors & public approximately — 221

Properties placarded — 0

Permit Inspections Done — 48

Inspections with the Fire Department — 2

Training Seminars attended — Bar Association Conference for blighted properties

Ms. Johnston reported that William Frymoyer Sr. attended the conference. Cumru Township

has had a good success rate using the Blighted Property process.

B.) Planning

2023-11 GRINGS HILL BUSINESS PARK, LLC -reaffirm approval
(Final) Equitable Owner: Grings Hill Business Park, LLC; Agent: Schlouch Inc. -
Michael Hartman; Location: Grings Hill Rd. at SR222; Parcel ID# 39-438515525856,
39-438515523932, and 39-438519612834; Plan No0.880001; Proposal Summary:
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Annexation and resubdivision for proposed land development of 2 industrial buildings
with public water and public sewer. Final plan approval with conditions on 11/19/24 and
reaffirmed approval on 2/18/25.
Ms. Johnston reminded the Board about the 90-day window to record plans after approval.
This plan needs to finalize the development escrow amount. Atty. Frankowski stated that
reapproval is based on an administrative procedure.

ON MOTION OF MR. WILLIAM MILLER, SECOND OF MR. BATDORF, A
MAJORITY VOTE TO REAFFIRM FINAL APPROVAL TO THE 2023-11 GRINGS
HILL BUSINESS PARK PLAN CONDITIONED ON RESOLVING ANY ISSUES AS
STATED IN THE GVC REVIEW LETTER DATED 10/04/24, OBTAINING
SIGNATURES, AND PAYMENT OF FEES. MR. WILLIAM MILLER, MR. BATDOREF,
AND MS. ROWE VOTED “YES.” MR. GREG MILLER AND MR. DONNELL VOTED
“NO.”

2024-01 OLD HICKORY BUILDINGS, LLC
(Revised Final Plan) Owner: OHB Properties LLC; Agent: Bogia Engineering Inc.;
Location: Along Morgantown Rd. (SR10); Parcel ID# 39-531403140411; Project No.
2022-011; Proposed Summary: Construct 1 building served by public water and on-lot
sewer. This parcel is located in Cumru Township and Robeson Township so it will need
review and approval by both municipalities. Previous plan approved with conditions by
BOC on 12/17/24 and reapproved on 3/18/25.
a) Revised plan submitted by Bogia Engineering, Inc., dated 4/24/25
b) Resubmission summary from Bogia Engineering, Inc., dated 4/25/25
c) Review Letter from GVC, dated 5/2/25
d) Revised Stormwater Management Report by Bogia Engineering, Inc., dated 4/25/25
e) Memo from PC to BOC recommending conditional plan approval, dated 5/20/25

The Planning Commission had recommended approval for this plan which is located in both
Cumru Township and Robeson Township. The plan has been revised to only have 1 building
located in Robeson Township instead of a building in each municipality.

Sharanya Vemula from Bogia Engineering Inc. was present to answer any questions about the
plan. When she asked about needing a motion for the T160 plan for the traffic signal, she was
told that it was a condition of the approval so a separate motion was not needed.

The traffic signal is located in Cumru Township so the Township is responsible. The
developer is responsible for the upgrade of the existing traffic signal.

Mr. Greg Miller asked if they were allowed to build. Ms. Johnston stated that access to the
property could only be achieved from SR 10; access was not available through Robeson Twp.
Atty. Frankowski stated that no zoning relief was required for this plan.

ON MOTION OF MR. WILLIAM MILLER, SECOND OF MR. BATDORF, A
UNANIMOUS VOTE TO APPROVE THE REVISED FINAL PLAN DATED 4/24/25 FOR
2024-01 OLD HICKORY BUILDINGS, LLC CONDITIONED ON RESOLVING ALL
ISSUES STATED IN THE GVC REVIEW LETTER DATED 5/02/25, COMPLETION OF
AN IMPROVEMENTS AGREEMENT WITH CUMRU TOWNSHIP, OBTAINING
SIGNATURES AND PAYMENT OF ALL FEES.
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2025-01 RUS/WYOMISSING UCC MINOR SUBDIVISION
(Final Minor Plan) Owners: Dumitru A. Rus and Wyomissing UCC; Agent: John Hoffert
Surveying; Location: 2 Vermont Rd.; Plan No. D-24-98; Parcel ID #39438410371482;
Proposal Summary: Subdivide the property into 2 lots utilizing on-lot water and public
-sewer facilities. Proposed Lot 1 use — construct a single-family detached dwelling.
Existing and Proposed Residue use — Place of Worship. Zoning relief granted 1/07/25.
Plan waivers granted on 2/18/25. Plan approved with conditions on 3/18/25.
PROPOSED ACTION: ’
ADOPT A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING ADMINISTRATION TO FORWARD THE
SEWER PLANNING MODULES FOR THE 2025-01 RUS/WYOMISSING UCC MINOR
SUBDIVISION PLAN TO THE PA DEP.

Ms. Johnston explained there would be a delay for the planning module submission due to the
proximity to the high quality waters of the Wyomissing Creek. Advertisement of'a 30-day public
comment period is required. The proposed action will be withdrawn until after the 30-day public
comment period is completed. The 2024-08 1917 Cedar Top Road LLC Minor Subdivision will
also be advertised for the same reason. Both plans will be on the July meeting agenda.

Public Works
A.) Governor Mifflin Memorial Arboretum — update

Mr. McNichols reported that Public Works assisted with transporting the trees on March 12,
2025, and the placement of the trees on March 14, 2025. There were 21 trees consisting of 8
different species.

B.) PennDOT Work
1) Church Rd bridge at SR 625
Mr. McNichols reported that the work started on May 19, 2025, and it will be ongoing
through August 8, 2025.

2) SR 724 in Grill area
Mr. McNichols reported that this work seems to be completed. This PennDOT project caused
a lot of traffic problems on election day.

3) SR 625 from SR 724 to Lancaster Ave.

Mr. McNichols stated that a pre-construction meeting was held yesterday. This is currently in
the design phase for accessibility ramps in August and paving to follow next year.

Ms. Johnston reported that Berks Nature was notified by the Township because the Angelica
Trail extension crosses SR 625.

4) Mohnton Blvd. will be closed for storm sewer work. This is also a PennDOT project.

It was recommended that any questions about PennDOT projects on PennDOT roads should
be directed to PennDOT district 5-0.

Solicitor :
The solicitor did not have anything specific to report.
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PAYMENTS OF BILLS
ON MOTION OF MR. WILLIAM MILLER, SECOND OF MR. DONNELL, A
UNANIMOUS VOTE APPROVING PAYMENTS OF BILLS DATED 4/17/25, 4/25/25,
5/02/25, 5/09/25 AND 5/16/25.

COMMISSIONERS

A.) Executive Session
1) Litigation — 212 Pershing Blvd. update
2) Personnel issue
An executive session was not needed at this time.

REMINDERS
A.) Zoning Hearing Board 5/27/2025 at 6:00 p.m.
Application No. 832 — Budget Store & Lock Self Storage — For a variance from Sections
411(B) and 837(A) in order to expand the self-storage use. The property is located in the
MUGC - Mixed Use General Commercial district at 2251 Lancaster Pike.

B.) Board of Commissioners meetings for June and July 2025
1) 6/17/2025 at 7:00 p.m. — Regular Meeting
2) 7/15/2025 at 7:00 p.m. — Regular Meeting
3) 7/29/2025 at 7:00 p.m. — 5® Tuesday Meeting

C.) Planning Commission 6/02/2025 at 6:00 p.m.

D.) Steering Committee 6/25/2025 at 6:00 p.m.

ADJOURNMENT
ON MOTION OF MR. BATDORF, SECOND OF MR. WILLIAM MILLER, A
UNANIMOUS YOTE TO ADJOURN THE MEETING AT 7:48 P.M.

Respectfully submitted,

MM%/@/M%)Q

eanne E. Johnston
Manager/Secretary
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